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CONFIDENTIAL USNATO 5771 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: MARR GREECE NATO 

SUBJ: CONSTRUCTION OF NEW RUNWAY AT SOUDA BAY 

REF: A. ATHENS 8025, 200934Z OCT 75; 

B. CINCUSNAVEUR N04000, 211922Z OCT 75 

C. STATE 251522, 222328Z OCT 75 

D. CINCUSNAVEUR N1 1000, 220950Z OCT 75 

1. WE AGREE WITH THE POINTS MADE IN REF B, CONFIRM THE CON- 
CLUSION DRAWN IN PARA 2 OF THAT MESSAGE AND ENDORSE THE RE- 
COMMENDATION IN PARA 3. 

2. IMMEDIATELY UPON RECEIPT OF REF A WE CONSULTED INFORMALLY 
WITH SHAPE (CDR GRADY, USN) AND THE INTERNATIONAL STAFF (MR. 

FEIDT, US). THE UNOFFICIAL BUT FIRM JUDGEMENT ON BOTH SIDES 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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WAS THAT THE GOG IS IN PROCESS OF VIOLATING THE INFRASTRUCTURE 
GROUND RULES FOR USE AND IMPROVEMENT OF INFRASTRUCTURE-FUNDED 
FACILITIES. (GRADY ALSO INFORMED US THAT AN AMOUNT OF IAU 
250,000 IS PROGRAMMED IN SLICE XXV AT SERIAL 62B FOR IMPROE- 
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MENTS TO THE SOUDA BAY RUNWAY, RELATED TAXI TRACKS, AND 
PARKING AND MAINTENANCE APRONS.) 

3. WE BELIEVE THAT GREECE’S NATO OBLIGATIONS CAN BE MOST 
EFFECTIVELY DEALT WITH IN THE NATO FORUM AND SHOULD NOT IN 
THE FIRST INSTANCE BE THE SUBJECT OF US-GREECE BILATERAL 
DISCUSSIONS (REF A, PARA 4). THIS IS A MATTER OF IMMEDIATE 
AND SERIOUS CONCERN TO ALL THE NATIONS INVOLVED IN INFRA- 
STRUCTURE WHO HAVE A STAKE IN SOUDA BAY. BY ENLISTING THEIR 
SUPPORT OF OUR OBJECTIVES, WHICH THEY SHARE, WE WILL LESSEN 

THE CHANCE THAT THIS PROBLEM MAY EXACERBATE US-GREEK BILATERAL 
RELATIONS IN OTHER AREAS. 

4. REQUEST AUTHORITY TO INTRODUCE AN INQUIRY INTO THE NATO 
SYSTEM, BOTH DIRECTLY TO THE IS AND SHAPE, AND IN THE INFRA- 
STRUCTURE COMMITTEE 28 OCT 75. IT IS EVIDENT FROM REF D THAT 
QUICK ACTION IS ESSENTIAL. HAVING IN MIND, HOWEVER, THE 
POTENTIALLY DISRUPTIVE EFFECT OF THIS ISSUE ON GREEK INFRA- 
STRUCTURE NEGOTIATIONS, WE ALSO REQUEST AUTHORITY, AS A 
FIRST STEP, TO NOTIFY THE GREEK NATO DELEGATION OF OUR CONCERNS 
AND TO ASK THEM TO PROVIDE ANY CLARIFICATION WHICH MIGHT HELP 
US TO AVOID FORMAL ACTION. WE WOULD PLAN TO REPORT FULLY 

AT EVERY STEP AND SEEK FURTHER GUIDANCE AS APPROPRIATE IN 
LIGHT OF OUR FINDINGS. BRUCE 

CONFIDENTIAL 
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